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make nothing of it. To make the case more complete, the ! 
patient had a discharge in every respect like lochial. I
The next meeting of the Northumberland and Durham 

Medical Society is the last for this session. The Society is a Lflourishing one, and the present session will bear comparison
with any previous one regarding the amount of work done,
the general interest of the papers that have been read, and the
pathological specimens which have been exhibited. Amongst
the cases Dr. William Murray’s, of Aneurism of the Aorta
treated by Pressure, was one of much interest. The patient
was first introduced to the Society last April, suffering from a
pulsating tumour near the umbilicus. Dr. Heath and others

thought there could be no doubt that the disease was aneu-
rism of the abdominal aorta, and that, if left to itself, it was
pretty certain either to wear the man out with suffering, or to
cause his death suddenly, and that the experiment of treat-
ment by compression was fairly justifiable. Dr. William
Murray applied the tourniquet to the aorta above the tumour,
.and it became solid, hard, and motionless; at the same time
pulsation in the aorta below the tumour ceased. Some of the
members, when the case was brought before the Society a
second time as cured, were at a loss to understand how so
great a mass as the tumour could be absorbed so quickly,
without disturbance of the system, and the supervention of
gangrene. Perhaps nothing short of a post-mortem would
remove the scepticism of some concerning the case, but, for-
tunately for the patient, this is a demonstration not likely to
be afforded them, for the man at present is in general good
health, working as pavior his twelve hours a day. It is now
nearly a year since the pressure was used, and the tumour is
scarcely perceptible. Altogether the case, whether considered
as a test of the harmless nature of the compression treatment,
or as a "bloodless cure" of aneurism in a situation hitherto
.considered beyond the reach of art, is highly creditable to Dr.
Wm. Murray, and is certain to give satisfaction in Dublin,
where the compression treatment has long been a favourite
one with surgeons.
The compression treatment for internal aneurism is under-

-going a test, for this procedure was adopted the other day at
Sunderland by Dr. Heath with a satisfactory result. The

patient had a very large aneurism of the external iliac, he was
placed under chloroform, and kept under its influence for nearly
seven hours, the abdominal aorta being compressed by a
tourniquet for about six hours and a half without intermission.
It was within the last half hour of the treatment that pulsa-
tion in the vessels ceased.
The Northumberland and Durham Society is purely scien-

tific in its objects. Some time since, it was proposed to ex-

tend its scope by entertaining questions of an ethical nature
arising out of practice &c., and to make it useful for the gene-
ral protection of the profession ; but these suggestions were 
never carried out, and the decision may have been a wise one.
But of the want of such a society here there can be no ques-
tion. This was felt not very long since, when the coroner of
this borough made an uncalled-for aggression on the profession
in some offensive remarks at an inquest. A protest in the
form of a memorial to the Town Council was all but unani-

mously signed by the practitioners here. The labour involved
in getting this up was undertaken by one of our brethren with
much spirit, and the work was well performed by him. Still
it was not a pleasant position for an individual; besides, the
memorial might have come with more force from a society,
the very existence of which might exercise a wholesome
influence. The subject affords a good opportunity for the
-Northern Branch of the British Medical Association, which
holds its first meeting here in June next.

Newcastle-on-Tyne, Feb. 27th, 1865.

EDINBURGH.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE annual meeting ’of those interested in the Royal In-
firmary of this city was held last month. From the report by
the managers, it appears that upwards of 4500 patients have
enjoyed the benefits of the institution during the last year.
We have much reason to congratulate ourselves that the amount
of fever prevalent in this city has as yet not been very great,
although several of the junior members have suffered from it.
During the last year typhus has been epidemic in various parts
of Scotland, especially in Greenock, Aberdeen, Perth, and

Glasgow. Of the total deaths in Greenock, 14’2 per cent. have
been due to this cause, and in Aberdeen 12’0 per cent. In
this city, however, the rate has been 4’3 per cent., inclusive of
fever cases sent to the infirmary from Leith, where typhus
has been a little more prevalent than in Edinburgh. The total
cases of fever treated in the Royal Iniirmary are stated in the
Report to be 440.
Whilst the clinical teaching of medicine in this city has re-

ceived much attention, and has advanced with the age and the
requirements of medical education, it has been too evi-
dent that the wards of our medical hospital were defi-
cient in many of the arrangements of our best modern
hospitals. This subject has again occupied the attention of
the managers, and there is now a probability that a new
medical hospital will be erected worthy of our medical school.
The chief question is how the necessary money is to be pro-
vided, but I doubt not, when the necessity for the erection
of a new hospital becomes known, that the contributions of
generous individuals will be forthcoming. One benevolent

gentleman has determined, at his own cost, to erect a conva-
lescent house in connexion with the infirmary, at a short
distance from town. A convalescent house has been in exis-
tence for some years, but this new one being more immediately
connected with the infirmary, and in a better situation, will
be a very desirable addition to it.
The annual meeting of another long-established charitable

institution, the Royal Dispensary, was also recently held.
During the year 1864, 11,581 patients received the benefits of
the institution, either being prescribed for at the dispensary,
or visited at their homes. The out-door work is attended to by
the students, who are pupils at the dispensary. This has
been the custom for many years, but the directors of the Hos-
pital for Sick Children apparently consider that the home
visitation of the poor is not efficiently carried out, and I ob-
serve from the Report of the hospital that a paid assistant has
been appointed, to render the dispensary connected with the
Children’s Hospital and the out-door visiting as efficient as
possible. The Royal Hospital for Sick Children was opened in
1860, and has since steadily increased the number both of its
resident and dispensary patients, the total number at the close
of last year being 16,983, or an average of 3360 a year. It is
much to be regretted that our students do not attend this
useful institution in larger numbers, especially as one of the
objects of the hospital is to promote the advancement of
medical science with reference to the diseases of childhood,
and to provide for the more efficient instruction of students in
this essential department of medical knowledge.

’, In previous letters I have alluded to Professor Simpson’s
new method of arresting haemorrhage by means of acupressure,which has been used by various surgeons in a variety of opera-
tions successfully. It has not, however, received the ap’
proval of our distinguished professor of clinical surgery, who
recently, to his class, expressed his disapprobation of the system
in a very emphatic ’manner. I observe that some of the daily
papers have taken notice of the matter, and, had not they
done so, I should not have referred to the subject, for I do not
consider that it is the place of your correspondent to record the
disputes of professional men. All new inventions are open to
a difference of opinion, and it is long before new systems in
medicine or surgery find their way into general acceptation ;
but when the misunderstandings of two distinguished men form
the topic of a paragraph for a general paper, it must be seen
with regret by all interested in the welfare of our profession,
and the progress of its science.

Edinburgh, Feb. 25th, 1865.

Parliamentary Intelligence.
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

FEB. 23.

SCOTCH MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

MR. BLACK asked the Lord Advocate whether the penalty
which was incurrable by the medical practitioners of Scotland
under the 4lst section of the Act 17th and 18th Victoria,
cap. 80, was repealed by the 14th section of the Act 23rd and
24th Victoria, cap. 83; and if not, whether he intended to take
the necessary steps to procure a repeal of that enactment, and
I so place the medical practitioners in Scotland on a footing of
equality with those in England and Ireland.
The LORD ADVOCATE said the clause referred to had not
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been repealed, though the penalty had been considerably re-
laxed. He did not propose to introduce any measure on the

subject. 
__

NORTON AND MEDICAL DEFENCE FUND.

WE have been requested by Mr Hugman to announce the
following subscriptions to the above fund :-

Medical News.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-The following gentlemen

passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi-
cine and received certificates to practise on the 23rd ult. :-

Clarke, William Hughes, Bernard-street, Russell-square.
Spencer, Lionel Dixon, Newcastle-on-Tyne. -

The following gentleman also on the same day passed his
first examination :-

Bobart, William Matthews, Derby.

THE BOWEN FUND.&mdash;The surplus of &pound;49 1Os. 6d.,
which remains after the payment of all expenses, is to be

appropriated to the Medical Benevolent Fund.
AYR LUNATIC ASYLUM.&mdash;A new lunatic asylum is

about to be erected at Ayr, at an estimated cost of &pound;17,500.
COTTAGE HOSPITAL AT GUISBOROUGH.&mdash;&mdash;It has been

decided to establish a cottage hospital at Guisborough, a York-
shire mining district. Captain Chaloner has generously offered
a site, and a liberal contribution towards the funds.

SMALL-POX AT HANWELL LUNATIC ASYLUM.-At the
late Middlesex sessions, Sir Alexander Spearman informed the
court that all apprehensions as to the spread of small-pox
were at an end. No one had died, all were convalescent, and
the asylum had resumed its normal state.
CESAREAN OPERATION.&mdash;We regret to learn that the

patient upon whom Dr. Wiblin, of Southampton, operated on
the 23rd ult. died twenty-five hours after its performance.
The details of the patient’s deformity, and the operation per-
formed for her relief, will be published in THE LANCET at no
very distant period.
VOTE OF THANKS To BARON LIEBIG.&mdash;&mdash;At a late

meeting of the Court of Common Council a vote of thanks
was passed to Baron Liebig for his valuable and elaborate
communication on the utilization of sewage. The vote is
to be written on vellum, at a cost not exceeding fifty guineas.

FIRE AT THE ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL, NETLEY.
- About one o’clock on Tuesday morning, the 20th ult., a fire
was discovered in the office of the captain of the orderlies.
It was not controlled before a great number of valuable re-
cords and public documents were completely destroyed.
THE SEAMEN’S HOSPITAL SOCIETY.&mdash;The committee

of this Society have resolved that the use of the hospital-ship
Dreadnought shall be discontinued, and that a suitable site,
with a river frontage, and accessible by boats, shall be procured.
QUACKS IN TURKEY.-In consequence of the death

of a soldier having occurred in Constantinople after taking the
prescription of a quack doctor, the medical director-general
ordered a commission of inquiry into the quality of the medi-
cine. The result has been a seizure of the whole of his drugs,
he himself being arrested for illegal practice. 

MIDWIFERY DIPLOMAS.&mdash;The Berlin Obstetric So-
ciety has recently conferred the diploma of honorary mem-
bership on the following gentlemen :-Dr. Greenhalgh, of St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital; Dr. Murphy, of University College ;
Dr. Eastlake, oi the British Lying-in-Hospital; and Dr.

Leishman, of Glasgow.
THE TOWNLEY CASE.&mdash;After alluding to the com-

mission that was appointed by the Societe M6dico-Psycho-
logique de Paris to investigate into the alleged insanity ofGeorge Victor Townley, the Gazette des H&ocirc;pitaux siys
" C’ette savante compagnie avait charg&eacute; MM. Jules Fabret,
Brierre de Boismont, et Legrand du Saulle, d’examiner avec
un grand soin cette importante af’aire, qui passionait au plushaut de,,-r6 la presse Anglaise. La mission de nos confreres
se trouve terminee : ’G. Townley vient de se suicider dans sa

prison sous l’influence de sa folie,’ dit Ie Times. Ce denouement
donne completement raison a l’opinion medico-legale que M. le
Docteur Forbes Winslow avait soutenue devant le jury." 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT WITHIN GAOLS.-The Bill just
brought in by Mr. Hibbert, Mr. Bonham Carter, and Viscount
Enfield for the execution of capital punishment within the
precincts of the gaol, very properly places upon the surgeon
of the gaol the duty of reporting the due performance of the
sentence. The following is the certificate proposed to be signed
by him :-

"I, A. B., being the surgeon in attendance at the execution
of C. D., at the gaol of , do hereby certify that I
this day witnessed the execution of the said C. D. at the said
gaol, and that the said C. D. was hanged by the neck until
dead.

Given under my hand, this day of , A. D. ,

"at the gaol of , in the county of ."
Similar certificates, of course, are to be attested by other pro-
perly appointed authorities.

TESTIMONIALS TO A MEDICAL OFFICER.-In proof of
the high esteem in which Dr. Pinchard, surgeon, of Cotten-
ham, Cambridgeshire, is held by the inhabitants of Waterbeach,
Landbeach, and Milton, and in return for his kindness and
attention to the poor, testimonials consisting of a handsome
tea-service-one article by each village-valued at about &pound;30,
was recently presented at Waterbeach. Dr. Pinchard has.
been a resident of Cottenham for upwards of twenty years,
and there is not an inhabitant but what has the greatest regard-
for him. Dr. Pinchard, at the conclusion of his address,
said,&mdash;" I beg to thank you kindly, sincerely, and affection-
ately, and it is with the greatest pleasure and enthusiasm I
receive these splendid and handsome presents, testimonials of-
your genuine-heartedness, good feeling, and esteem, and I beg
to return you my most hearty thanks and delight in accepting-
them. I assure you I shall always look upon them with
the greatest pleasure as the brightest ornaments of my house,
and hope that they will be handed down from generation to,
generation as mementos of your good feeling." The vicar pre-
sided, and the testimonials were supplied by Mr. Reed, of St.
Andrew’s-street, Cambridge.

ODONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN.-At
the last meeting of this Society, Mr. T. A. Ryers, President, in
the chair, Mr. Ramsay introduced a patient wearing Dr.
Kingsley’s apparatus for cleft-palate : the members heard the
patient speak and read, with a view of observing at a future
meeting the improvement in speech resulting from the use of
the apparatus.

j Pathological preparations were exhibited by Mr. Ibbetson
and Mr. Fletcher.
The Secretary read a paper by Mr. Cartwright and himself

upon " The Skulls at Hythe Church, Kent." The writers,
after stating how the bones were arranged at the above church,
gave reasons for disbelieving the traditionary account of how
they had been collected-viz., after a great battle between theDanes and Saxons ; the appearance of the skulls, and the num-
ber of them that had belonged to children, and probably to-
females, were against such a view. The maxill&aelig; chieffy en-
gaged their attention ; the alveolar arches were all well deve-
loped, and measured wider across than do average-size skulls of
the present day. They indicated considerable differences in
the social scale of their possessors. The teeth were well de-

veloped, and much better in quality than are usually seen in
the present day ; irregularities of any kind were very rare

! amongst them. In many cases they were much worn, doubt-
I less from food containing much of the outer husk of the grain
and grit from the rude instruments employed in preparing it.

i Caries existed, but to a less extent than is seen in the present


